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Old Sixth Ward Redevelopment Authority, Houston Texas

Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting held Tuesday, May 17, 2005 at 6:15 p.m. at the Dow School, 1900 Kane, Houston, Texas 77007.

Present at the meeting:

Board of Directors


Consultants

Jane Cahill



Parke Patterson, Allyson Koether, Zone Administrators

Patricia Garza
Barron Wallace, Zone Attorney

Steve Kirkland


Larissa Lindsay


Roland Tamez
City of Houston
Alice Valdez


Call to Order

Noting that five (5) Board members were present, Chairwoman Cahill called the meeting to order at 6:24 p.m.

1.
Introduction of attendees 
The meeting attendees introduced themselves. 

2.
Receive public comment

Ms. Lorena voiced her concern regarding historic preservation regulations.  Ms. Lorena suggested a 90-day appeal process or a process which allows a property owner to opt-out of the regulations.  Chairwoman Cahill stated that the historic preservation design guidelines are posted on the neighborhood website and that participation and input was encouraged. 

3.
Discuss and take action on the minutes of the April 19, 2005 meeting

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to approve the minutes with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

4. Receive update from MECA regarding the Dow School Project
Alice Valdez stated that the workshop to finalize renovation plans with the Dow School architects on April 30 was very successful.  Ms. Valdez stated that the first phase of funding was raised.  Ms. Valdez further stated that MECA viewed itself as a responsible steward for the Dow School building and that MECA is solely responsible for the preservation of the building.
5. Receive update on the accounting services contract.
John Madsen, with Parnet Chapman and Key, agreed to work hourly with a $400 per month cap.  Barron Wallace stated that their proposal would be submitted to the City Planning Department in the typical contract form.
On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to approve the accounting services contract subject to changes discussed with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

6. Discuss and take action regarding proposals from attorneys for legal services to draft historic preservation regulations and take action regarding necessary budget amendments to account for legal costs.
The Board received proposals from Reid Wilson and Kimberley Michelson.  Mr. Wilson was in attendance and introduced himself.  There was general discussion regarding land use and zoning regulations.
On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to hire Reid Wilson to advise the Board with respect to historic preservation regulations, subject to an amendment to the existing Vinson & Elkins contract and amendments to the budget with four (4) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and Board members Valdez and Garza in abstention.
7. Discuss and take necessary action regarding amendments to the Vinson & Elkins, LLP Contract for Services.
Barron Wallace stated that Lisa Helfman and his fees would need to be adjusted to better match Vinson and Elkin’s standard rates.  Board member Valdez voiced her concern over the high rates charged to non-profit groups.
On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Tamez, the Board voted to amend the legal services contract to reflect Lisa Helfman at $250 per hour and Barron Wallace at $300 per hour with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Tamez, the Board voted to amend the Vinson and Elkins contract to read that their services include “and other matters” with five (5) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and Board member Valdez in abstention.

8. Receive reports from Zone Attorney and Administrator
No report was given.
9. Discuss and take necessary action with regard to invoices.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to approve invoices for Parke Patterson #2005-15 dated February 1, 2005, #2005-16 dated March 1, 2005, #2005-17 dated April 1, 2005, #2005-20 dated May 1, 2005; Chris Grooms #3209 dated April 27, 2005; Vinson & Elkins #25139607 dated May 12, 2005 with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.

10. Receive recommendations from board members for items to be considered at next meeting.

The Board suggested that any further budget revisions be provided to the Board.
11. Consider adjournment.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay the Board voted to adjourn the Old Sixth Ward Redevelopment Authority meeting at 7:24 PM with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.

By:  ________________________

Attest: _________________________
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