Old Sixth Ward Redevelopment Authority, Houston Texas

Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting held Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at 6:15 p.m. at the Dow School, 1900 Kane, Houston, Texas 77007.

Present at the meeting:

Board of Directors


Consultants

Jane Cahill



Parke Patterson, Allyson Koether, Zone Administrators

Patricia Garza
Lisa Helfman, Zone Attorney

Steve Kirkland
John Madsen, Zone Accountant

Mary Lawler


Roland Tamez
City of Houston
Alice Valdez
Julia Gee

Call to Order

Noting that five (5) Board members were present, Chairwoman Cahill called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

1.
Introduction of attendees 
The meeting attendees introduced themselves. 

2.
Receive public comment

Janice Jarvis stated her opposition to land use regulations and presented petitions opposing land use regulations.  Maria Isabel stated her opposition to land use regulations.

3.
Discuss and take action on the minutes of the October 18, 2005 meeting

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Garza, the Board voted to approve the minutes with five (5) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

4. Receive update from MECA regarding the Dow School Project

6:44 
Alice Valdez entered the meeting.

Chairwoman Cahill reported that MECA submitted their annual summary and distributed copies to the Board.  Alice Valdez stated that Mission Construction was awarded the bid for the upcoming renovations.

5. Receive financial report from Zone Attorney and Administrator.

There was no report.

6. Discuss and take action regarding preparation of a budget for fiscal year 2006-2007.

Chairwoman Cahill read an e-mail sent from Planning Director Marlene Gafrick regarding the City’s budget review process.  Board member Kirkland noted that operational costs should be similar to the previous year.  Parke Patterson stated that costs of infrastructure, sidewalks, street lighting, etc., could be considered and that he would look at such costs.  Chairwoman Cahill stated that costs related to public hearings for the land use process should also be added to the budget.  At the request of Boardmember Kirkland, Lisa Helfman stated that she would look into whether façade easements could be used as a preservation tool.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Garza, the Board voted to authorize the Board Chair, Vice-Chair and consultants to prepare the budget for fiscal year 2006-2007 with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

7. Discuss and take necessary action on a new contract for bookkeeping/accounting services with Parmet, Chapman & Madsen.

John Madsen explained that the up front costs of taking over the bookkeeping for the TIRZ were higher than expected and suggested switching to an hourly rate.

On a motion made by Board member Lawler and seconded by Board member Tamez, the Board voted to approve changing the contract for accounting services to an hourly rate of $175 described in a letter and subject to further discussion regarding a cap amount and subject to City approval with four (4) votes in favor, two (2) against, and zero (0) in abstention.

8. Discuss and take action on invoices.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Tamez, the Board voted to approve invoices for:

Parmet Chapman and Key #128613 dated September 30, 2005, #128707 dated October 12, 2005, #129096 dated October 31, 2005, #129317 dated December 16, 2005; Parke Patterson #2005-47 dated November 1, 2005, #2005-55 dated December 1, 2005, #2005-57 dated January 1, 2006, Vinson & Elkins #25159374 dated October 25, 2005, #25161715 dated November 7, 2005, #25165759 dated December 9, 2005, #25167897 dated December 20, 2005; with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.

9. Receive recommendations from board members for items to be considered at next meeting.

Chairwoman Cahill suggested that the budget be included.  Lisa Helfman suggested that the Board discuss the new Ch. 176, Texas Local Government Code, disclosure provisions as well new provisions regarding open meetings and open records.  

10. Consider adjournment.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Valdez the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 PM with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.


By:  ________________________

Attest: _________________________


Printed Name:  _______________

Printed Name:  ___________________


Title:  ______________________

Title:  __________________________

Date: _______________________

Date:
__________________________
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