Old Sixth Ward Redevelopment Authority, Houston Texas

Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes of the Board of Directors meeting held Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 6:15 p.m. at the Dow School, 1900 Kane, Houston, Texas 77007.

Present at the meeting:

Board of Directors


Consultants

Claude Anello



Parke Patterson, Allyson Koether, Zone Administrators

Ann Guercio
Lisa Helfman, Zone Attorney

Steve Kirkland
John Madsen, Zone Accountant
Larissa Lindsay


Paulette Simmons
City of Houston
Alice Valdez
Julia Gee
Call to Order

Noting that six (6) Board members were present, Chairman Anello called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

1.
Recognize new Board Members 
Claude Anello, Ann Guercio, and Cynthia Card were recognized as new members.
2.
Introduction of attendees
Board and audience attendees introduced themselves.
3.
Receive public comment
Jane Cahill passed the Chairperson’s gavel to Claude Anello.  
Leigh Hollins presented recommendations from the Old Sixth Ward Neighborhood Association and signed endorsements and a map of endorsers supporting historic preservation restrictions.  
Maria Isbell stated she was opposed to the zoning and land control.  Laraina Hailey stated that she questioned the validity of the map presented by the neighborhood association.  Janice Jamail-Jarvis stated her concern that the area residents will not have a voice in any plans for historic preservation.  She further stated that historic preservation regulations should not be mandatory.  
4. Discuss and take action on the minutes of the January 17, 2006 meeting.
On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Valdez, the Board voted to approve the minutes with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and two (0) in abstention by Boardmembers Guercio and Anello.
5. Receive update from MECA regarding the Dow School improvements project.
Alice Valdez reported that the architect’s plans had been approved by the Texas Historical Commission and fundraising is still in process.
6. Receive reports from Zone Attorney, Administrator, and CPA
John Madsen stated that the signature cards need to be changed to represent the new Boardmembers.  Boardmembers Anello, Kirkland and Tamez will be the new check signers.  Mr. Madsen also stated the money market contained $386,725 and the checking account balance is $13,167.
Parke Patterson thanked outgoing Chairwoman Jane Cahill for her tremendous work over several years.

7. Discuss and take action regarding new provisions of Ch. 176 of the Texas Local Government Code relating to open meetings and open records.
Lisa Helfman explained to the Board the conflicts of interest and Ch. 176 Disclosure Provision.  Each Board member must complete the training session offered by V&E or on the internet.
On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to appoint V&E as the official record keeper with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.
8. Discuss and take action regarding conceptual outline for Old Sixth Ward Neighborhood Character Regulations drafted by Reid Wilson.

Lisa Helfman explained the process of adopting land use regulations.  Parke Patterson reminded the audience to take the responsibility of staying informed by staying involved.  Boardmember Kirkland clarified that any regulations should strictly ban demolition of historic structure unless approved in the regulatory process.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to proceed to the City with the conceptual outline and to accept the Old Sixth Ward Neighborhood Association’s proposed boundaries within which any historic preservation regulations would apply, with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) in abstention.
9. Discuss and take action regarding the budget for fiscal year 2006-2007.
Parke Patterson introduced the budget in its new City prescribed format.  Mr. Patterson noted that Capital Improvement projects are not included in the budget presented.  Julia Gee explained the budget review purpose, process and forms.  Boardmember Kirkland advised that a line item for $250,000 should be included to fund a program for property acquisition, with the form for such property acquisition to be discussed by the Board at a later date.
10. Discuss and take action on invoices.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to approve invoices for:

Parmet Chapman and Key #129720, #130036, #130318; 
Parke Patterson #2006-09, #2006-10, #2006-11, 

Vinson & Elkins #25173129, #25173132, #25175740, #25179947;

with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.

11. Discuss the creation of a website to assist in providing information to the public.

Chairman Anello discussed the option of starting a website to better disseminate information to the public.  On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay, the Board voted to authorize up to $1,500 per year for the operations of a website.
12. Receive recommendations from board members for items to be considered at next meeting.

There was no discussion

13. Consider adjournment.

On a motion made by Board member Kirkland and seconded by Board member Lindsay the Board voted to adjourn the Old Sixth Ward Redevelopment Authority meeting at 8:18 PM with six (6) votes in favor, zero (0) against, and zero (0) abstentions.
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